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The  Idler  Shall  Not  Have  Place 
In  The  Church" 


By  JOSEPH  FIELDING  SMITH  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address  delivered  at  the  Friday  afternoon  session  of  the  115th  annual 
general  conference,  April  0,  1945,  in  tlic  Assembly  Hall. 


A  S  I  stand  here  before  you,  I  seek  the 
**  guidance  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
and  your  help  in  what  I  may  say.  First 
of  all,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  timely  message  that  came  this 
morning  from  President  Heber  J.  Grant. 
May  the  Lord  continue  to  bless  him.  i  am 
likewise  grateful  for  the  tine  testimonies 
that  we  have  heard  so  far,  and  I  hope  the 
powerful  words  spoken  by  Elder  Mark  E. 
Petersen  will  sink  deeply  into  our  hearts. 

On  the  second  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  1831,  the  Lord  gave  a  revelation  to  the 
Church  and  in  that  revelatiqn  commanded 
them  to  move  from  the  headquarters  then 
established  in  New  York  to  the  Ohio.  He 
gives  the  reason  for  it ; 

And  that  ye  might  escape  the  power  of 
the  enemy,  and  be  gathered  unto  me  a 
righteous  people,  without  spot  and  blame- 
less— Wherefore,  for  this  cause  I  gave  un- 
to you  the  commandment  that  ye  should 
go  to  the  Ohio;  and  there  I  will  give  unto 
yon  my  law;  and-  there  you  shall  be  en- 
dowed- with  power  from  on  high.  (D.  and 
0.  38:31-32.) 

In  obedience  to  this  commandment  the 
people  moved  to  the  Ohio.  The  law  the 
Lord  gave,  spoken  of  here  in  this  promise, 
is  found  in  Section  Forty-two,  in  large  pari 


at  least,  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants.  In 
this  revelation  many  things  are  recorded  for 
our  benefit.  I  am  only  sorry  that  we  have 
not  always  adhered  strictly  to  these  com- 
mandments. Of  course,  1  cannot  mention 
all  of  the  things  recorded  in  this  revelation, 
for  there  are  many,  but  I  desire,  to  speak 
of  one  or  two  that  were  given  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Church.  First  of  all,  let  me  say 
that  when  Adam  was  driven  out  of  the  Gar- 
den of  Eden,  the  Lord  passed  a  sentence 
upon  him.  Some  people  have  looked  upon 
that  sentence  as  being  a  dreadful  thing.  It 
was  not;  it  was  a  blessing.  I  don't  know- 
that  it  can  truthfully  be  considered  even  as 
a  punishment  in  disguise.  The  Lord  said 
to  him  :  "  In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt 
thou  eat  bread,"  and  all  down  through  the 
ages  the  Lord  has  called  upon  his  people 
to  be  diligent,  to  serve  him  in  faithfulness, 
to  work.  And  here  in  verses  forty  to 
forty-two  in  this  revelation  I  read: 

And  again,  thou  shalt  not  be  proud  in 
thy  h cart :  let  all  thy  garments  be  plain, 
and  their  beauty  the  beauty  of  the  work  of 
thine  own  hands;  And  let  all  things  be  done 
in  cleanliness  before  me.  Thou  shalt  not 
be  idle  :  for  lie  that  is  idle  shall  not  cat  the 
bread  nor  wear  the  garments  of  the 
labourer.     (/).   and  C.  42:40-42.) 
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And  to  this   I    wish   to  speak. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Church  in  these 

valleys,  great  stress  was  placed  upon  in- 
dustry by  President  Brigham  Young  and 
the  other  brethren,  and  it  was  necessary 
because  our  forefathers  came  here  with 
nothing.  They  had  to  work.  They  had 
to   be   industrious.  It    was  essential    that 

they  product'  the  things  they  needed,  and 
therefore  counsel  to  that  extent  and  in  that 
direction  was  given  to  them  constantly  that 
they  should  he  industrious.  They  were 
taught  not  to  be  proud  in  their  hearts. 
They  came  out  here  where  they  could  wor- 
ship the  Lord  their  God  and  keep  his  com- 
mandments. They  were  told  to  he  humble 
as  well  as  to  he  diligent.  They  were  to 
make  their  own  garments,  and  they  were 
to  he  plain.  Oh,  I  wish  we  could  remem- 
ber that.  I  am  sorry  that  we  have  for- 
gotten. And  President  Brigham  Young, 
Heher  (J.  Kimball,  and  others  of  the 
brethren  in  those  early  days  taught  the 
people  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  start  in- 
dustries throughout  this  country,  to  raise 
sheep,  to  gather  the  wool,  to  make  their 
own  clothes  out  of  that  wool,  to  plant  cot- 
ton that  they  might  have  cotton  also  to 
make  clothing,  to  plant  flax  that  they  might 
get  linen,  to  build  tanneries  that  they  might 
tan  the  hides  and  make  themselves  leather, 
and  a  thousand  other  things.  We  used  to 
have  some  of  these  industries  here  among 
us,  and  would  still  have  them  if  we  had 
been  willing  to  adhere  to  these  counsels 
that  had  been  given  to  us  in  those  early 
days  by  the  authorities  of  the  Church, 
which  we  would  not  do.  I  used  to  wear 
suits  that  were  made  at  P'rovo,  in  the 
woollen  mills.  J  did  that  as  long  as  I 
could  get  them.  The  suit  I  have  on  now 
was  not  made  at  Provo,  nor  was  it  made 
in  Utah — that  is  the  cloth— but  the  tailor 
made  it  here.  Last  week  at  a  stake  con- 
ference, I  made  the  statement  that  1  did 
not  believe  there  was  in  that  building  an 
individual  born  in  this  country  who  knew 
how  to  make  a  suit  of  clothes.  If  there 
was  one  there,  would  he  please  make  him- 
self manifest,  and  nobody  made  himself 
manifest.  Then  ]  said,  "  If  there's  a 
cobbler  in  this  room,  he  was  not  born  in 
this  country.  If  there  is  a  cobbler  hero, 
let  him  stand  up."  Nobody  stood.  There 
was  no  cobbler.        And  so  we  might   go  Oil. 


Now,  the  Lord  said,  "  Let  all  things  be 
done  in  cleanliness  before  doA."  1  could 
spend  some  time  on  that,  hut  time  will  not 
permit;  so  I  continue,  the  Lord  said, 
"  Thou  shalt  not  he  idle  lor  1,,.  that  is  idle 
shall  not  eat  the  bread,  nor  wear  the  gar- 
ments of  the  labourer."  Why  should  a 
man  in  idleness  partake  of  the  industry  of 
the  industrious — provided  that  this  man 
who  is  idle,  is  in  a  physical  condition  that 
he  can  work?  i  am  not  at  all  in  sympathy 
with  any  kind  of  movement  that  tends  to 
destroy  manhood  by  encouraging  men  to  be 
idle,  and  I  don't  care  what  age  that  is.  It 
doesn't  matter  how  old  he  gets,  "if  a  man  is 
physically  strong  a;nl  is  able  to  perform 
services,  he  should  take  care  of  himself: 
that  the   Lord  expects  him  to  do. 

The  Lord  said  in  another  revelation: 

And  again,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that 
every  man  who  is  obliged  to  provide  for  his 
own  family,  let  him  provide,  and  he  shall 
in  nowise  lose  his  crown;  and  let  him  labour 
in  the  church.  Let  every  man  be  diligent 
in  all  things.  And  the  idler  shall  not  have 
place  in  the  church,  except  he  repent  and 
mend  his  ways.  (1).  and  C.  75:  28,  29.) 
So  that  is  the  counsel  the  Lord  has  given 
the  Church  to-day.  And  this  is  not  merely 
to  be  applied  to  ploughing  fields,  or  to 
reaping  and  harvesting  and  engaging  in  in- 
dustry, but  it  means  likewise  that  a  man 
should  be  industrious  in  spiritual  things  as 
well  as  in  the  temporalities  by  which  he 
makes  his  living.  , 

Again,  here  is  another  commandment  the 
Lord  gave  : 

And  the  inhabitants  of  Zion  also  shall 
remember  tht*ir  labours,  inasmuch  as  they 
arc  appointed  to  labour,  in  all  faithfulness ; 
for  the  idler  shall  be  had  in  remembrance 
before  the  Lord.  Now  I.  the  Lord,  am  not 
well  pleased  with  the  inhabitants  of  Zion, 
for  there  are  idlers  among  them:  and  their 
children  arc  also  growing  up  in  wickedness; 
they  also  seek  not  earnestly  the  riches  of 
eternity,  but  their  eyes  are  fall  of  greedi- 
ness.   \l).  and  C.  08:30,  31.) 

If  the  Lord  were  speaking  to  us  to-day, 
I  wonder  if  be  would  not  put  even  more 
emphasis  upon  this  commandment. 

And  again,  the  Lord  said  of  his  servants 
who  preach  the  gospel: 

.  .   .   I  give  unto  them  a  commandment, 
(Continued  on  page  129.) 
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FATHERS    OF    MEN 

By  MARVIN  O.  ASHTON  of  the  Presiding  Bishopric 


L  INWAKRANTED  desire  for  wealth  and 
^^  power  intoxicates  the  human  son  I. 
Mr.  Father,  that  precious  boy  of  yours,  who 
is  praying  for  a  little  of  your  time,  is  worth 
ten  thousand  times  more  than  that  bank- 
account,  those  stocks  and  bonds  and  that 
business  ambition  that  you  have.  Are  you 
too  busy   to   heed  him'.'  When   you  go, 

those  worldly  things  are  of  no  value  to  you, 
but  your  boy  lives  after  you.  He  is  the 
monument  you  leave  to  your  name.  Yes, 
some  of  you  good  dads  need  to  be  laboured 
with  more  than  the  sons.  Yes,  it  is  you 
sheep  who  have  gone  astray,  not  the  lambs. 
It  is  the  biggest  wonder  in  the  world  that 
so  many  of  our  lambs  do  go  straight. 

Some  months  ago  in  a   stake  conference 
I   listened  to  a   splendid   talk.  After  the 

speaker  had  finished,  the  brother  sitting  at 
my  right  nudged  me  and  told  me  this  story  : 
A  year  or  two  ago  this  man  was  doing- 
nothing  in  the  Church.  All  he  was  think- 
ing about  was  his  business  and  his  club. 
He  very  seldom  graced  the  Church.  One 
Sunday  morning  his  twelve-year-old  boy, 
instead  of  getting  dressed  for  "  Sunday 
School,  as  he  always  did,  continued  to  read 
the  funnies.  The  father  in  surprise  said, 
Bill,  what's  the  matter  with  Sunday 
School  to-day  ?  '  The  boy  looked  his 
father  straight  in  the  face  and  answered 
resolutely,  '  1  am  on  a  strike.  When  you 
go  to  Church,  I'm  going.'  Brother  Ashton, 
the  answer  was  a  little  abrupt,  but  that  was 
the  thing  that  brought  this  man  back  into 
the  Church.  That  was  a  wonderful  talk 
he  made,   wasn't   it? 

Once  a  financially  prosperous  gentleman 
was  being  wheeled  off  to  the  cemetery  when 
two  acquaintances  of  the  deceased  were 
sitting  on  the  ditch  bank  whittling  away. 
(You  know,  these,  old  cronies  to  whom  we 
sometimes  give  little  ear,  do  some  tall 
thinking.)  As  the  hearse  was  moving  along 
with  its  precious  cargo,  one  of  these  fellows 
said  to  the  other,  speaking  of  the  deceased, 
'  How  much  did  he  leave?  "  His  friend 
to  whom  he  put  the  question  must  have 
been    Irish.         Quick    as    a    flash    came    the 


reply,  "  He  left  everything."  Yes,  Mr- 
Father  of  that  boy,  when  they  wheel  you 
away  to  the  graveyard,  you  will  leave 
everything. 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  writer  had  an  un- 
usual experience.  He  will  never  forget  it. 
It  was  anything  but  pleasant,  but  this 
experience  has  been  indelibly  impressed  on 
his  soul.  About  four  o'clock  one  after- 
noon, a  very  prosperous  gentleman  came  to 
his  office.  I  would  guess  he  was  worth 
$200,000  or  more.  He  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  our  Church,  but  the  writer  had  done 
some  business  with  him  and  had  the  highest 
respect  in  the  world  for  him.       He  was  not 

Y^r  talk  of  your  breed  of  cattle. 
And  plan  for  a  higher  strain, 
You  double  the  food  of  the  pasture, 
You  heap  up  the  measure  of  grain, 
You  draw  on  the  wits  of  the  nation. 
Yon  better  the  barn  and  the  pen. 
But  what  are  you  doing,  my  brothers. 
To   better  the  breed  of  men  ? 
You    boast  of  your   Morgans   and    Herefords, 
Of  the  worth  of  a   calf  or  a  colt. 
And   scoff  at   the  scrub  and  the  mongrel 
As  worthy  a   fool  or   a   dolt. 
You  mention  the  points  of  your  roadster. 
With    many    a    "  wherefore  "   and    "  when," 
But,   ah,   are  you  counting,   my  brothers. 
The   worth  of  the  children  of  men  ? 
You  talk  of  your  roan -coloured  filly. 
Your  heifer  so  shapely  and  sleek 
No   place   shall    be   filled   in   your   stanchions 
By  stocks  that's  unworthy  or  weak. 
But   what  of  the  stock  of  your  household  ? 
Have  you  wandered   beyond  your  ken  ? 
Oh,   what   is   revealed   in  the  roundup 
That  brands  the  daughters  of  men! 
And   what   of  your  boy?        Have  you   measured 
His   needs  for  a   growing  year? 
Does   your   mark   as   his    sire,    in    his    features, 
Mean  less  than  your  brand  on  a  steer? 
Thoroughbred — that  is  your  watchword 
For  stable  and  pasture  and  pen. 
But  what  is  your  word  for  the  homestead? 
Answer,    you  breeders  of  men. 

— Author  unknown. 
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a  young  man,  but  it  seemed  thai  during 
i lie  past  few  years,  lie  gol  the  dollar  bug, 
or  In-  went  money  mad.  I  have  learned 
since  this  experience  thai  tins  gentleman 
would  wake  up  in  the  middle  <>!'  the  night, 
call  his  secretary  on  the  phone  to  Learn  the 
exaci  amount  of  accrued  interest  against  a 

particular  loan.  He  had  the  dollar  so  close 
to  his  eyes  that  lii'  couldn't  see  ahead  of  it 
or  to  the  side  of  it.  The  day  he  came  to 
my  office,  he  was  terribly  worried.  While 
he  was  a  Christian,  it  seemed  the  last  few 
years  at  least.  In-  had  given  no  time  to 
religion.  He  was  too  busy  chasing  the 
almighty   dollar."  He   acted   as   if  he 

could  take  his  accumulation  of  wealth  with 
him  to  the  great  beyond.  This  day  he  was 
worried.  He  said,  "  Bishop,  some  night 
1  want  to  talk  to  you.  I  feel  I  should  be 
doing  something  other  than  worrying  and 
stewing  about  the  things  that  have  been 
taking  most  of  my  attention."  He  had 
come  to  the  point  where  he  felt  he  would 
like  somone  to  kneel  in  prayer  with  him. 
In  the  course  of-  the  conversation,  I  told 
him  I  thouht  he  should  spend  his  time  in 
some  benevolent  cause  that  would  call  for 
his  wonderful  ability  to  do  good. 

We  made  a  date,  but  before  the  date  was 
consummated — that  very  night — he  put  a 
revolver  to  his  head  and  took  his  life.  How* 
much  did  he  leave?  He  left  everything. 
What  was  all  that  worrying  and  stewing 
about   wealth   worth?  Much    ado   about 

nothing  ! 

During  a  recent  general  conference  Presi- 
dent Oscar  Kirkham  told  an  amusing 
experience.  Let's  use  his  own  words: 
Recently  at  one  of  our  stake  conferences 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  stake  said  to  me, 
'  Brother  Kirkham.  after  the  morning  meet- 
ing I  wish  you  would  take  the  opportunity 
to  walk  home  with  my  son.  T  wish  you 
would  have  a  little  talk  with  him.  He  is 
not  going  to  his  Sabbath  school,  and  I  wish 
you  would  have  a  chat  with  him.'  So  I 
looked  for  the  opportunity.  I  took  the 
chap  by  the  arm,  and  we  started  down  the 
street  toward  the  home.  I  thought  a  very 
good  approach  would  be  for  me  to  sa\  : 
'  You  know,  you  have  a  great  father,  a  fine 
man,'  and  so  I  started  out  with  words  like 
these,  and  then  the  boy  immediately 
(Continued  on  page  127.) 


News  About  the  Church 

/"\NK  Hundred  and. Sixth  Annual  Con- 
^■^  ferenoe  of  the  Church  of  .lesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  was  held  October  .1th, 
6th  and  7th  to  which  all  members  of  the 
Church  were  invited.  During  the  years  of , 
the  War  only  limited  attendance  was  per- 
mitted hut  this  gathering  would  be  a  great 

one.  Especially  grateful  were  those  who 
in  the  past  have  been  restricted  from 
attendance.  This  was  the  first  conference 
with  President  Smith  presiding. 


During  September  a  most  unusual  event 
occurred,  and  the  eleventh  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Church,  the  Dedication  of  a 
Temple.  The  Idaho  Falls  Temple  is  now- 
complete.  On  Sunday,  Monday  and  Tues- 
day, September  23rd,  24th  and  25th,  Dedi- 
cation Services  were  held  in  the  Temple 
under  the  direction  of  the  General  Authori- 
ties. Members  of  the  Temple  District 
were  permitted  by  card  at  appointed 
sessions. 


July  24th,  1945,  ground  was  taken  for  the 
erection  of  the  great  new  Monument  at  the 
Mouth  of  Emigration  Canyon.  When 
Brigham  Young  and  the  Pioneers  entered 
the  Salt  Lake  Valley  on  July  24th.  1847, 
he  rose  from  his  sick  bed  and  viewed  the 
Valley  from  a  place  near  where  the  Monu- 
ment will  be  erected.  He  said  "  THIS 
IS  THE  PLACE,  DRIVE  ON."  The 
Monument  will  be  built  at  a  cost  of  about 
£62,500.  Half  of  which  is  being  provided 
by  the  State  of  Utah  and  the  other  half  to 
be  raised  by  the  donations  and  gifts  of  the 
people  of  the  State  and  the  Church. 
Already  plans  are  well  on  the  way  for  the 
great  Centennial  Celebration  and  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  beautiful  monument  will  be 
the  outstanding  feature  of  the  year,  July 
24th,  1947.  The  central  figures  of  the 
monument  are  Heber  C*  Kimbal,  President 
Brigham  Young  and  Wilfred  Woodruff  who 
later  became  President  of  the  Church. 
The  sculptor  for  the  monument  is  Mahonri 
Young,  a  grandson  of  President  Brigham 
Young,   and  a  sculptor  of  great  renown. 


November,   1945. 


OUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


125 


YOUTH  SPEAKS 

By  RUTH   L.  STEINFELDT 


MY  name  was  Ruth. 
I  was  born  in  the  land  of  Moab. 

I  was  tall,  slim,  and  dark. 

In  my  eighteenth  year  I  met  Chilion  and 
fell  in  love  with  him.  He  had  been  born 
in  the  land  of  Israel,  but  because  of  a 
terrible  famine  his  family  had  fled  to  my 
land.  He  believed  in  the  Israelitish  God, 
Jehovah,  whereas  I  believed  in  many  gods 
and  in  the  worship  of  idols.  Even  though 
we  had  this  difference  of  beliefs,  we  were 
married  and  we  were  happy  together. 

Through  my  husband,  I  met  a  most  won- 
derful woman,  his  mother,  Naomi,  who 
told  me  in  a  simple  and  clear  way,  about 
her  God,  Jehovah;  that  he  was  a  kind  and 
just  God  and  was  the  only  true  God.  I 
began  to  love  and  trust  Jehovah,  not  only 
as  my  husband's  and  his  mother's  God,  but 
as  my  God,  too. 

Then  death  came  into  my  little  realm  of 
happiness  and  took  my  husband,  his 
brother,  and  Naomi's  husband  with  him. 

I  was  lonely,  but  Naomi  was  more  alone. 
One  day  she  gathered  together  her  few 
possessions  and  started  on  the  long,  weary 
journey  homeward.      , 

But  I  loved  my  Naomi,  so  I  also  took  a 
few  belongings  and  we  went  together. 
When  we  came  to  the  border  of  my  land, 
Naomi  held  me  close  to  her,  bidding  me 
farewell,  telling  me  to  return  to  my  own 
people.  I  looked  back  over  the  road  of  my 
homeland,  the  one  we  had  just  travelled, 
seeing  the  green  grass  and  cool  woodlands, 
and  then  I  gazed  ahead  at  the  hot,  dusty 
road  that  led  across  a  scorching  desert  to  a 
strange  land  that  I  had  never  seen.  Then 
I  looked  at  poor  Naomi,  with  a  bundle 
grasped  in  her  hands,  with  tears  running- 
down  her  wrinkled  cheeks,  and  I  could  not 
leave  her. 

So  I  said,  "  Intreat  me  not  to  leave  thee, 
or  return  from  following  thee :  for  whither 
thou  goest,  I  will  go ;  and  where  thou 
lodgest,  I  will  lodge :  thy  people  shall  be 
my  people,  and  thy  God  mv  God."  (Ruth 
1 :16.) 

Arm  in  arm,  Naomi  and  T  trudged  across 


the  desert  to  her  homeland,  both  of  us 
secure  in  the  belief  that  Johovah,  our  God, 
was  watching  over  us. 

Since  that  time,  my  Ruth,  has  stood  for 
belief  in  God,  for  loyalty  and  love. 


My  name  is  Ruth. 

I  was  born  in  the  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

I  am  tall,   slim,  and  dark. 

In  my  eighteenth  year  I  met  John  and 
fell  in  love  with  him.  We  both  belonged 
to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  and  had  both  lived  its  teachings. 
Thus,  we  were  privileged  to  go  through  the 
temple  and  be  married  therein.  What  a 
wonderful  feeling  it  gave  us  to  go  through 
that  sacred  place  of  worship  and  feel  the 
nearness  of  the  Lord  and  gain  the  secure 
knowledge  that  we  would  be  together,  not 
just  in  this  world,  but  for  eternity;  the 
spirits  we  would  bring  into  thjs  world  would 
be  ours  forever. 

That  evening,  the  first  in  our  new  home, 
we  knelt  together  in  the  living  room  and 
John  asked  God  to  bless  our  home  and  all 
therein ;  my  heart  was  filled  with  happiness 
and  peace  in  knowing  that  the  spirit  of  God 
was  welcome  in  our  home,  and  that  John 
held  the  priesthood  of  God  which  was  our 
protector  against  evil. 

WTe  were  happy  together;  happy  in  doing 
things  together.  I  went  to  Relief  Society 
and  met  with  the  sisters  of  our  ward  and 
taught  a  Primary  class;  John  went  to  his 
priesthood  meetings  and  -taught  a  class  in 
Sunday  School;  we  both  attended  Mutual 
and  sacrament  meetings  and  went  to  the 
ward  parties.  WTe  were  busy  and  happy  in 
knowing  that  we  were  contributing  a  part 
of  our  lives  in  doing  a  part  of  God's  work 
here  upon  the  earth. 

And  when  several  times  we  were  waked 
in  'the  late  hours  of  the  night  by  the  ring- 
ing of  the  telephone,  someone  asking  John 
to  come  and  give  a  sick  member  of  their 
family  a  blessing,  John  would  quickly  get 
dressed  and  hurry  off  to  give  comfort  and 
aid  to  someone  through  the  power  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  127.) 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT: 
N.  (1.  Muir,  District  President,   11,  Johan- 
nes Street,  Troveville,  Johannesburg, 
LIAHONA  BRANCH  : 
Ariel    T.    Smith,     Branch     President,    61, 
Victoria  Street,   Uosettenville,  Johannes- 
burg . 

We  have  pleasure  in  announcing  the  fol- 
lowing new  officers  sustained  in  our  Branch 
during  the  month: — Y.L.M.I.A. :  Rea 
Potgieter  president,  Sisters  A.  Sutherland 
and  Nola  Troskie  counsellors  and  Bee  Hive 
Teacher  Nola  Troskie;  Y. M.M.I. A.  :  Doug. 
Charsley  president,  with  Bros-  Bob  Stark 
and  Deryck  Vice  counsellors  and  Bob  Stark 
senior  teacher  with  Ariel  E.  Smith  as 
secretary ;  Sunday  School  counsellors  are 
Bob  Stark  and  Jean  Charsley;  teachers  in 
the  Priesthood  are  Bros.  Deryck  Vice  and 
Ken  Sutherland.  We  are  happy  to  have 
Sister  Edna  Brummer  hack  and  well  after 
a  spoil  in  the  hospital.  The  District  Clerk 
has  taken  Jean  and  Bo'  on  holiday  to  Port 
Elizabeth  for  three  weeks.  The  Mutual 
opened  with  a  very  enjoyable  and  success- 
ful Scavenger  Hunt.  From  Sister  Mary 
Stark  we  learn  of  the  new  arrival  of  a  son 
in  the  home  of  Elder  Robert  Douglas  and 
his  wife  Grace  Millan.  The  parents  are 
both  well  known  to  the  Saints  of  the 
Transvaal. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH : 

Hertford  E.  Flitter,  Branch  President,  67, 
5th  Street,  Springs.  Transvaal. 
We  are  happy  to  note  a  good  increase  in 
Sunday  School  attendance.  We  have  been 
missing  the  services  of  I.  C.  Louw  who  has 
been  kept  very  busy  by  the  District  Presi- 
dency. We  were  happy  to  have  the  Dis- 
trict Presidency  with  us  at  our  quarterly 
Officers'  meeting  and  we  enjoyed  their 
timely  remarks  in  our  Sacrament  Service 
on  7th  October.  We  welcome  back  from 
Up  North  Bro.  Tommy  -lubber  who  is 
spending  a  month's  leave  with  us.  Latest 
news  from  Up  North  is  that  Bro.  S.  C. 
Putter  is  convalescing  in  Palestine  after  an 
appendix  operation. 
RAMAH  BRANCH: 

Francis  M.  Donly,  Branch  President,  387, 
Highland  Road,  Kensington,  Johannes- 
burg. 


A    special    Priesthood    meeting   was  held 

30th    August    and    also   Sacramental    Service 

when  members  of  the  hist riei  Presidency 
addressed  both  meetings.  We  were  also 
happy   to  have    Bro.    (Sgt.-Major)   Gilmour 

present.         His     talk     on     Peace     was     much 

appreciated'.      25th  November  M.LA.  gave 

(heir  opening  social  which  was  very  much 
enjoyed,  a  fine  programme  is  outlined  for 
the  ensuing  months.  Sisters  I'eggy  Jen- 
nings, Kitty  Smith  and  Joy  Smith  are 
spending  their  vacation  at  Margate,  and 
Bro.  and  Sister  Phipson  and  family  are 
holidaying  in  Pietermaritzburg.  We  an 
happy  to  announce  a  decided  improvement 
in  all  meeting  attendances  during  Septem- 
ber. Bro.  Albert  Ninow  had  been  sus 
tained  as  Counsellor  in  the  Sunday  School 
and  Branch  Chorister,  Sister  Myrtle  Muir 
as  Assistant  Organist.  Our  new  Mutual 
officers  are  sustained  as  follows:  President 
Y.L.M.I.A.  Sister  Peggy  Jennings,  with 
Kay  Brebner  and  Myrtle  Muir  counsellors; 
Y. M.M.I. A.  Bro.  Geo.  Ganter  President 
with  Georgie  Ganter  Junior  and  Harry 
Sharpe  Counsellors;  Secretary  Vincent  Gan- 
ter. There  is  little  special  to  report  from 
the  other  Branches,  except  that  the  activity 
coniinuks  and  District  Presidency  meetings 
ate  appreciated,  and  all  continue  to  enjoy 
the  Blessings  of  the  Lord. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH: 
Bobert  K.  F.  Doller.  Branch  President,  18, 
Caithness    Street,    Walmer,    Port    Eliza- 
beth. • 

During  the  month  a  Sunday  School 
Beetle  Drive  was  held  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Sunday  School  Organization  and  all 
present  had  a  very  enjoyable  evening.  We 
congratulate  Bro.  and  Sister  J.  P.  Brummer 
on  the  arrival  of  a  new  daughter  born 
Thursday,  September  "20th. 

DURBAN  BRANCH: 

Louis     Duncan,      Branch     President.     187. 

Montpelier  Road,  Durban. 

The   Relief  Society   and  M.LA.    recently 
started  in  Durban  have  discontinued.       We 
hope  it  will  be  temporary.     All  other  activi- 
ties going  along  nicely. 
MOWBRAY  BRANCH : 
Thomas    Wilson,    Branch    President,    "  St. 
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George's     Villa,"    Forest    Road,    Bonde- 
bosch. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  the  return  of 
Sister  Susie  Shelver  and  daughter  Joan 
from  Molteiio  where  they  have  been  for 
several  mouths.  October  5th  a  very  fine 
dancing  party  was  held  under  the  leader 
ship  of  the  Scouts  of  the  Branch.  Monday, 
October  1st,  the  Scouts  and  members  of 
the  Branch  enjoyed  a  fine  outing  at  Kirsten- 
bosch  Gardens.  October  7th  the  Gleaner 
Girls  arranged  a  very  fine  Sunday  Evening 
Service.  Their  talks  were  thoroughly  en- 
joyed by  all  of  the  82  members  and  friends 
in  attendance.  As  indicated  in  last  issue 
Bro.  and  Sister  Evan  Wright  and  family 
and  Clarence  Randall  arrived  at  Cape 
Town,  October  4th,  and  are  now  in  Raman 
attending  to  their  business  there.  Elder 
Brinholt  was  a  visitor  at  Cumorah,  Sunday, 
the  14th.  He  is  a  member  of  the  U.S. 
Merchant  Navy  and  a  former  missionary  to 
Denmark.  A  letter  from  Sister  C.  II. 
Jubber,  of  Southern  Rhodesia,  we  learn  of 
William  A.  Jubber  being  transferred  to 
Ndola  in  Northern  Rhodesia.  Two  air  mail 
letters  have  recently  been  received  from 
Bro.  Edgar  E.  Seeman,  in  which  he  indi- 
cates the  great  pleasure  he  has  had  in 
visiting  the  Ho'ly  Land,  and  many  historic 
places  of  interest.  Doctor  Charles  and 
Sister  Hannah  Bihler  announce  the  marri- 
age of  their  daughter  Alda  to  Elder  (Lieut.) 
Harold  E.  Larsen  on  Monday,  August 
20th,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.' 

Fathers  of   Men From  page  124. 

turned  to  me  and  said:  '  Brother  Kirkham, 
I  wish  you  would  talk  to  my  father  for  me. 
In  all  my  life  he  has  never  been  with,  me 
to  a  movie.  He  has'  never  taken  me  with 
him.  I  haven't  even  had  a  game  of 
checkers  with  him.  I  would  appreciate 

your  talking  to  my  father  '." 

Fathers  of  men,  "  Lay  not  up  for  your- 
selves treasures  upon  earth,  where 'moth 
and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves 
break  through  and  steal :  But  lay  up  for 
yourselves  treasures  in  heaven,  where 
neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and 
where  thieves  do  not  break  through  nor 
steal:  For  where  vour  treasure  is,  there  will 
your  heart  be  also.     (Matthew  6:10-21.) 

From  The   Improvement   Era. 


Youth  Speaks.  —From  page  125. 
priesthood,  and  I  at  home,  would  be  proud 
of  mv  husband,  and  proud  of  the  priesthood 
held." 

Then  the  sounds  and  cries  of  a  world  at 
war  tore  my  husband  from  me  and  took 
him  many  miles  away  over  land  and  ocean 
to  fight.  This  war  broke  into  my  realm 
of  happiness  and  left  me  alone  in  our  little 
home. 

And  John  across  the  many  miles,  as 
though  he  could  feel  the  bitterness  and  con- 
fusion in  my  heart,  wrote  me  these  words 
in  his  last  letter : 

.  "If  you  could  only  be  over  here  and  see 
the  sufferings  and  hardships  that  these  poor 
people  are  going  through,  you  could  better 
understand  why  1  am  fighting  and  killing. 
And  do  you  really  know  what  I  am 
fighting  for?  I  am  fighting  for  you,  for  the 
happiness  we  had  together,  for 'our  home, 
for  our  Church,  and  for  the  privilege  of 
doing  what  we  wished.  I  am  fighting  for 
all  the  people  on  the  earth,  for  all  of  God's 
children,  that  they  might  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  find  a  secure  happiness  under  a 
peaceful  sky. 

Don't  worry  about  me,  for  the  same 
God  that  is  watching  over  you  back  home 
is  talcing  care  of  me  over  here,  and  remem- 
ber that  nothing  can  really  separate  us,  for 
we  are  together  for  eternity." 

After  reading  this  letter,  my  heart  was 
full  of  peace  once  more. 

In  the  early  spring,  just  after  the  first 
robin  had  thrilled  the  morning  freshness 
with  his  song,  my  son  was  born.  He  had 
the  same  blue  eyes  and  crooked  smile  as 
his  father's,  so  I  asked  the  bishop  to  name 
him  John. 

In  the  evenings,  when  the  darkness  is 
just  beginning  to  fall,  I  lay  little  John  in 
his  bed,  and  when  I  look  into  his  sleeping, 
peaceful  face,  I  can  vision  the  not  too  far 
distant  future,  when  his  father,  returned 
from  battle,  will  be  dressed  all  in  white  and 
will  go  into  the  water  and  baptize  our  son 
a  member  of  the  Church.  Then  I  can  see 
a  few  years  later,  father  and  son  coming 
out  of  the  ward  together  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, father  looking  proudly  at  his  twelve 
year  old  son,  and  little  John  radiantly 
beaming  with   just    having  had   the  priest- 

(Continued  on  page  L30.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

December,  1945 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

We'll  sing  .-ill  hail  bo  Jesus'  name, 
And  praise  and  honour  give 
To  Him  who  bled  on  Calv'ry's  Hill, 
And  died  that  we  might  live. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

For,  behold,  the  Lord  your  Redeemer 
suffered  death  in  the  flesh ;  wherefore*  he 
suffered  the  pain  of  all  men,  that  all  men 
might  repent   and  come  unto  him. 

D.   and  C.   18:11. 

GOSPEL  MESSAGE. 

Whosoever  will,  by  humble,  serious  medi- 
tation and  prayer,  labour  to  understand  the 
will  of  God,  with  sincere  intent  to  practise 
it,  shall  have  the  divine  truth  of  the  gospel 
revealed  unto  him,  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

Elder  Charles  A.   Callis. 

SENIORS. 

Correction  is  grievous  unto  him  that 
forsaketh  the  way  :  and  he  that  hateth  re- 
proof shall  die.       Proverbs  15:10. 

JUNIORS. 

Give  to  him  that  asketh  thee,  and  from 
him  that  would  borrow  of  thee,  turn  not 
thou  away.       Matthew  5:42. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price :  there- 
fore glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  your 
spirit,  which  are  God's.       1  Cor.  6:20. 

PRIMARY. 

Righteous  exalteth  a  nation :  but  sin  is  a 
reproach  to  any  people.       Proverbs  14:o4. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

It  takes  one  little  girl  or  boy, 
Two  hands  that  work  and  play, 
And  just  one  loving  little  heart 
To  make    Thanksgiving  Bay. 


Branch   Teacher's   Message, 
December,  1945 

"What  is  Your  Church  Membership 
Worth  ?" 

(This  message   is, a  reprint  of  the  editorial 

appearing    in    the    Church    Section    of    The 

Deserci  News,  June  2,   1945.) 

WHAT    is    your    membership    in    the 
Church  worth  to  you'.' 

When  Jesus  explained  the  meaning  of 
his  parable  of  the  sower,  he  showed  that 
his  word,  though  preached  and  rejected  by 
some,  was  received  by  others  with  various 
degrees  of  faithfulness.  Some  at  first  re- 
ceived the  word  with  joy,  yet  they  "  had 
not  root  "  in  themselves,  endured  for  a 
while,  but  by  and  by  became  offended  for 
some  reason,  and  departed  from  the  faith. 

Another  class,  after  accepting  the  word, 
allowed  the  "  cares  of  this  world,  and  the 
deceitfulness  of  richess  "  to  choke  their 
faith,  and  they  become  unfruitful. 

Finally  there  were  those  who  held  true  to 
the  faith.       They  brought  forth  much  fruit. 

Latter-day  Saints  should  study  this  para- 
ble carefully,  and  determine  from  its  con- 
sideration, what  the  Church  really  means 
to  them. 

Those  who  accept  the  gospel,  and  who 
then  for  various  reasons  depart  from  it, 
place  themselves  in  grave  jeopardy. 

Why  do  people  depart  from  the  faith? 

According  to  the  parable,  some  become 
offended  and  disturbed  in  their  feelings,  and 
lose  faith.  Jesus  no  doubt  included 
among  this  group  those  who  followed  false 
teachers — "  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing  " — 
for  false  teachers  have  always  disturbed  the 
minds  of  the  unsteady;  they  have  trumped 
up  false  charges  which  the  unstable  have 
believed,  persuading  them  to  think  that  the 
Church  is  not  right,  that  the  Authorities 
have  gone  astray,  that  the  bishop  of  the 
ward,  or  the  President  of  the  Church  him- 
self, may  have  offended  them  in  some 
way.  And  lacking  sufficient  faith  to  assist 
the  onslaught  of  false  teachers,  these  weak 
ones  go  astray. 

The  parable  speaks  of  those  who  permit 
the  cares  of  this  world  and  the  deceitful- 
ness of  riches,  to  lead  them  astray.  Do 
you  allow  money,  business,  social  position, 
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or  worldly  prestige  to  "  sidetrack  "  your 
religion-  If  you  do,  you  belong  to  this 
second  class  mentioned  in  the  parable,  and 
you  are  in  danger. 

If  you  have  given  up  because  of  persecu- 
tion, you  are  likewise,  in  an  unfortunate 
position.  We  do  not  have  severe  persecu- 
tion these  days,  but  we  do  have  the  type 
wherein  people  taunt  us  for  not  smoking  or 
drinking  with  them,  for  not  joining  them  on 
Sunday  fishing  trips,  or  for  not  violating  our 
standards  for  business  or  other  reasons. 
Do  you  succumb '.' 

If  the  gospel  is  really  important  to  you, 
the  parable  says  you  will  bring  forth  much 
fruit.  What  is  the  relationship  .between 
faithfulness  and  bringing  forth  much 
fruit?  " 

If  you  are  faithful  in  the  Church,  you  are 
an  ardent  worker  in  the  Church,  and 
through  your  activities  you  do  bring  forth 
much  fruit,  for  which  you  will  be  greatly 
blessed. 

Your  membership  in  the  Church  is  your 
membership  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Measure  carefully  the  valuation  you  place 
upon  it,  and  remember  that  man  is  not 
profited,  even  though  he  gains  the  whole 
world,  if  he  loses  his  soul. 

From  The  I'm provement  Era. 

"  The    Idler    Shall     Not     Have     Place    in    the 

Church."— From  page  122.. 
thus  :  Thou  shalt  not  idle  atraij  thy  time, 
neither  shall  thou  bury  thy  talent  that  it 
may  not  be  known.  (/>.  and  ('.  60:13.) 
And  that  means  whatever  thai  talent 
may  be,  the  man  should  not  bury  it.  If 
he  is  a  mechanic,  if  he  is  skilled  in  some 
other  direction,  if  he  has  the  power  and 
ability  to  preach  the  gospel,  whatever  it  is, 
the  Lord  expects  him  to  use  that  talent  in 
His  service. 

Let  me  present  a  statement  here  from 
President  Joseph  F.  Smith  : 

Tli ere  should  be  no  idlers  in  Zion.  Keen 
the  poor  ivlio  have  to  be  assisted  should  be 
willing  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  earn  their 
own  living.  Not  one  man  or  woman 
should  be  content  to  sit  down  and  be  fed, 
clothed,  or  housed  without  an  exertion  on 
his  or  her  part  to  compensate  for  them 
privileges.  All  men  and  women  should 
feel  a  degree  of  independence  of  character 
that  would  stimulate  them  to  do  something 


for  a  living  and  not  be  idle;  for  it  is  written 
that  the  idler  shall  not  eat  the  bread  of  the 
labourer  in  Zion,  and  lie  shall  not  have 
place    among    us.  Therefore,    it   is   neces- 

sary that  we  should  be  industrious,  that  we 
should  intelligently  apply  our  labour  to 
something  that  is  productive  and  conducive 
to  the  welfare  of  the  human  family. 
(Gospel  Doctrine,  pp.  235,  236.) 

And  then,  President  Brigham  Young:  out 
of  all  the  many  things  that  he  has  said,  let 
me  present  this : 

We  want  you  henceforth  to  be  a  self- 
sustaining  people.  Hear  it,  0  Israeli  hear 
it,  neighbours,  friends  and  enemies,  this  is 
what  the  Lord  re ej aires  of  this  people.  .  . 
}  c  Latter-day  Saints,  learn  to  sustain  your- 
selves,  produce  everything  you  need  to  eat, 
drink  or  wear;  and  if  you  cannot  obtain  all 
you  wish  for  to-day,  learn  to  do  without 
that  which  you  cannot  purchase  and  pay 
for:  and  bring  your  minds  into  subjection 
that  you  must  live  within  your  means.  .  .  . 
Who  are  deserving  of  praise?  The  persons 
who  lake  care  of  themselves  or  the  ones 
who  always  trust  in  the  great  mercies  of 
the  Lord  to  take  care  of  them?  It  is  just 
as  consistent  to  expect  that  the  Lord  will 
supply  us  with  fruit  when  we  do  not  plant 
the  trees;  or  that  when  we  do  not  plough 
and  sou-  and  are  saved  the  labour  of  har- 
vesting, we  should  cry  to  the  Lord  to  save 
us  from  want,  as  to  ask  him  to  save  us 
from  the  consequences  of  our  oW)i  folly, 
disobedience  and  waste.  .  .  '. 

Brethren,   learn.  You   have   learned  a 

good  deal,  it  is  true,  but  learn  more;  learn 
to  sustain  yourselves ;  lay  up  grain  and 
flour  and  save  it  against  a  day  of  scarcity. 
Sisters,  do  not  ash-  your  husbands  to  sell 
the  last  bushel  of  grain  you  have  to  buy 
something  for  you  out  of  the  stores,  but  aid 
your  husbands  in  storing  it  up  against  a  day 
of  want,  and  always  have  a  year's  or  two, 
provision  on  hand.  (Discourses  of  Brigham 
Young  p.  293.) 

1  hope  the  time  will  come  when  we  will 
i Kit  feel  restricted  and  will  be  able  to  lay 
up  in  store  for  a  year  or  two  in  advance. 
The  Lord  bless  you,  I  pray,  in  (he  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 

Froul  The  Improvement   Era. 
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Youth  Speaks 

What  I  Would  Like  In  A  Priesthood  Leader 

(.1  talk  given  at  a   recoil  stake  conference  ha  Arthur   Done,   a  deacon,   of  the   Tenth 

Ward,  Pari-' St  ah- e.) 


IF  I  could  choose  niv  Priesthood  Leader,  1 
would  try  to  rind  ;i  man  who  really  loves 
boys,  and  who  likes  to  do  the  things  a  nor- 
mal, healthy  boy  likes  to  do.  A  man 
who  doesn't  think  boys  of  my  age  just  a 
pain  in  the  neck,  and  wish  they  were  any 
place  but  where  they  are. 

It  doesn't  make  much  difference  to  me 
what  age  he  is  just  as  long  as  he  isn't  too 
old  to  remember  the  days  when  he  was  just 
a  boy,  and  the  things  he  liked  to  do. 

I  would  like  a  leader  who  would  go  with 
us  on  outings  occasionally,  swimming,  skat- 
ing, a  weinie  roast,  or  an  over  night  trip  in 
the  mountains  where  we  could  pitch  our 
tents,  and  cook  our  supper  over  the  camp 
fire;  and  when  supper  is  through  and  the 
beds  are  made  we  all  gather  around  to 
listen  to  our  leader  tell  stories  and  experi- 
ences. Not  just  ghost  stories  and  funny 
things,  but  faith-promoting  stories.  Then 
I'd  like  my  leader  to  say,  "  Gome  on,  boys, 
let's  all  kneel  in  prayer  before  we  go  to 
bed." 

I  want  a  leader  who  prays.  Not  just 


occasionally  when  he  is  in  trouble,  .  but 
every  day  in  both  family  and  secret  prayer. 

I  think  he  should  have  a  testimony  of  the 
gospel,  a  knowledge  of  what  the  Priesthood 
really  is  so  he  can  help  every  boy  in  his 
class  to  understand  the  priesthood  and  have 
faith  in  its  power. 

I  wouldn't  want  this  leader  to  use  ob- 
scene language  and  take  the  name  of  God 
in  vain,  or  one  who  says  unkind  things 
about  our  Church  authorities.  I  wouldn't 
want  my  leader  to  play  golf  or  go  to  shows 
on  Sunday 

I  would  like  to  believe  and  have  faith  in 
this  leader  so  when  I  am  sick  I  could  call 
on  him  to  administer  to  me.  I  have  faith 
in  the  priesthood  and  have  been  healed 
through  administration. 

I  guess  you  think  this  is  a  big  order  for 
a  priesthood  leader,  but  it  is  the  kind  of 
man  I  would  like  to  be. 

May  the  Lord  bless  us  and  help  us  to  be 
the  men  we  would  like  to  be,  I  pray  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 

— From  the  Church  Section,  Dcscret  News. 


Youth  Speaks From  page  127. 

hood  conferred  upon  him.  I  can  then  see 
our  son,  with  a  suitcase  in  his  hand  and  a 
prayer  in  his  heart,  bound  for  the  train  that 
will  take  him  to  his  mission  field. 

But  that  is  all  in  the  future,  and  I  bring 
myself  back  to  the  present,  I  kiss  my  sleep- 
ing, tiny  son,  good-night,  and  hold  his  tiny 
hand  in  mine  and  offer  a  prayer. 

Dear  God,  watch  over  my  soldier  hus- 
band, keep  him  safe  from  harm  and  bring 
him  back   to  his   family   soon.  Let  thy 

Spirit  hover  over  our  son,  that  he  may  grow 
up  in  a  manner  pleasing  unto  thee.  And 
Father,  help  me  to  live  worthy  of  my  many 
blessings  and  help  me  to  live  up  to  the 
Ruth  in  the  Bible,  believing  in  thee  and 
having  loyalty  and  love,  for  you  see,  God, 
my  name  is  also  Ruth. 

From  The  Improvement  Era. 


And  it  pleaseth  God  that  he  hath  given 
all  these  things  unto  man ;  for  unto  this  end 
were  they  made  to  be  used,  with  judgment, 
not  to  excess,   neither  by  extortion. 

And  in  nothing  doth  man  offend  God,  or 

against    none    is    his    wrtah    kindled,    save 

those    who    confess    not    his    hand    in    all 

things,  and  obey  not  his  commandments. 

T).  and  C.  59:20,  21. 


No  abilities,  however  splendid,  can  com- 
mand success  without  intense  labour  and 
persevering  application. — Stewart,  Church 
Section,   Dcscret  News. 


It  is  easy  for  men  to  write  and  talk  like 
philosophers,  but  to  act  with  wisdom,  there 
is  the  rub. — Anon.,  Church  Section,  Dcscret 
News. 


November,   1945. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 

''Jh£  Last  Laugh* 


131 


Hoot! 

An  Englishman  beard  an  owl  boot  for  tbe 
first  time.  "  What  was  that?  "  he  asked. 
"  An  owl,"   was  tbe  reply. 

"  My  deah  fellah,  I  know  that,  bnt  what  was 
'owling?  " 

■  Instructor. 

□  Q 

Stop. 

"  Why  did  von  stop  singing  in  the  choir, 
John?'' 

"  Well,  one  Sunday  1  was  sick  and  didn't 
sing,  and  a  lot  of  the  people  in  tbe  congregation 
asked  if  tbe  organ  had  been  fixed." 

Instructor. 
a    ■ 
Advanced. 

"  What  .happened  when  you  were  thrown  out 
of  the  back  exit?  " 

"  I    told    the    usher    I    belonged    to    a    very 
important  family." 
"  So  what?  " 

"  He  begged  my  pardon,  asked  me  in  again 
and  threw  me  out  of  the  front  door." 

Boy's  Life. 
a    b 

Assuring. 

"  Forty-eigbt  hamburgers,  please."  said  a 
G.I.  to  the  director  of  the  Service  Club  cafeteria 
at  Camp   Roberts. 

The  director  swallowed  a  couple  of  gulps. 
"  Ob.  don't  worry,"  continued  tbe  soldier, 
"I'm  not  going  to*  eat  them  all.  I've  a  couple 
of  buddies  outside." 

Instructor. 

□  □ 

Something  to  crow  about. 

Scout  on  a  hike  to  farmer:  "How  far  is  it 
to  town  ?  " 

Farmer:  "  Oh,  about  three  miles  as  the  crow 
flies." 

Scout:  "  Well,  how  far  is  it  if  be  has  to  walk 
carrying  a  pack  and  a  sleeping  bag?  " 

Boy's  Life. 

Q      Q 

Next  Case. 

Speeder:   "  Everything  I  do,  I  do  fast." 
Judge:     "See    bow    fast    you     can     do     sixty 
daysl  " 


Instructor 


Tastes. 

How   our   tastes   change.  Little   girls    like 

painted  dolls  ;  little  boys  like  soldiers.  When 
they  grow  up  tbe  girls  like  the  soldiers  and 
the  boys  go  for  the  painted  dolls. 

Instructor. 

□  □ 

Or  no  bill. 

Diner:    "Why   does    this    chicken   have  a   leg 

missing?  " 

Waiter:    "It  was   in   a  fight,   sir." 

Diner:   "  Well,  take  it  back  and  bring  me  the 

winner." 

Boy's  Life. 

□  □ 

Saved. 

Fireman:    "Can   I   have   the  afternoon   off   to 
go  shopping  with  my   wife?  " 
Chief:   "No." 
Fireman  :    "  Thanks." 

D      Q 

Routine. 

Guest:    "Bell-boy!    1   just  saw  two  enormous 
rats  in  my  room." 

Bell-boy    (without    any   excitement) :    "A   cat 
lor  room  19!  " 

Bov's  Life. 
Q    a 

Moblitz. 

Sergeant  Jones  :    "  That  young  lieutenant  has 
a  head  like  a  doorknob." 

Corporal   Smith:    "How  come." 

Sergeant   Jones:    "Any  girl  can   turn  it." 

Instructor. 

□  o 

just  Loafing. 

"  Did    you    hear    about    the    trouble    in    the 
baker's    shop?  " 

"No.    what   happened?" 

"  Two  stale  buns  tried  to  .get  fresh." 

Boy's  Life. 

□  a 

Coinage. 

Definition   of   a    slot   machine :   Civilian   booby 
trap. 

Instructor. 
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BEING     PERFECT 


EARLY  in  his  mortal  ministry,  Jesus 
taught  one  of  the  great  fundamental 
laws  of  human  progress.  He  made  it 
known  to  manknd  that  we  can  hecoine  per- 
fect as  our  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect. 
And  he  commanded  his  followers  to  live 
so  that  they  will  eventually  reach  that 
objective. 

"  Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven  is  perfect,"  he 
declared. 

Many  people  have  considered  it  impossi- 
ble for  a  man  to  become  perfect,  and  have 
therefore  given  little  consideration  to  this 
commandment.  Yet  the  Lord  commanded 
that  we  should  become  so 

In  giving  us  this  commandment,  the 
Saviour  taught  us  two  things: 

First  that  "  as  God  is,  man  may  be- 
come," and  second,  that  perfection  is 
something  for  which  mortal  man  may 
strive. 

Regarding  the  first,  the  Latter-day  Saints 
have  taught  from  early  in  our  Church  his- 
tory, that  eternal  progress  is  open  to  human 
beings,  and  that  our  objective  is  to  become 
like  our  heavenly  Father.  The  Church  has 
consistently  taught  that  it  is  not  unreason- 
able for  any  son  to  become  like  his  father,. 
and  inasmuch  as  we  "  are  the  offspring  of 
God,"  as  Paul  expressed  it,  there  is  no  fun- 
damental reason  why  we  may  not  realize 
the  hope  of  becoming  like  him.  The  gos- 
pel is  given  to  us  as  a  set  of  instructions, 
to  direct  us  in  the  paths  which  will  lead  us 
to  this  goal.  This  then,  is  the  way  to 
perfection. 

But  here  and  now,  may  we  be  perfect  in 
anything?  "The  average  person  will  answer 
no,  and  say  that  all  men  are  sinful,  and 
that  therefore  perfection  is  beyond  us  while 
we  live  in  this  mortal  sphere.  It  is  true 
that  we  are  all  sinful,    and  that   none  but 


-Jesus  lived  through  mortality  without  sin. 
But  whereas  we  may  not  be  completely. 
and  full$  perfect  in  this  life,  there  are  things 
in  which  we  may  gain  perfection  right  here 
in  mortality. 

For  instance,  we  may  be  perfect  in  the 
payment  of  a  full  tithing.  Full  tithe  payers 
are  frequently  spoken  of  as  having  a  per- 
fect tithing  record.  It  is  the  part  of  non- 
payment of  tithing  which  is  the  imperfect 
tithing  record. 

We  may  be  perfect  in  our  abstinence  from 
the   use  of  tea,   coffee,   liquor  and  tobacco. 

We  may  also  be  perfect  in  the  payment 
of  a  full  fast  offering. 

Barring  illness,  it  is  likewise  possible  for 
us  to  achieve  perfection  in  our  record  of 
sacrament  meeting  attendance,  and  attend- 
ance at  priesthood  and  other  gatherings  pro- 
vided by  the  Church. 

We  can  be  perfect  in  the  regularity  with 
which  we  hold  our  family  prayers;  we  can 
be  perfect  in  our  remembrance  "to  offer  a 
blessing  on  the  food  at  every  meal. 

We  can  be  perfect  in  the  regularity  with 
which  we  do  our  block  teaching,  and  if  we 
are  Aaronic  priesthood  workers  we  can  be 
perfect  in  obtaining  standard  quorum 
awards  for  all  the  quorums  in  our  ward  or 
stake. 

There  are  many  things  which  we  are 
called  to  do,  that  we  can  do  with  complete- 
ness, according  to  the  request  of  the 
Church.  It   is  true  that  we  will  fail  in 

achieving  perfection  in  all  things  in  this 
life,  but  let  us  become  as  perfect  as  we  may 
in  mortality.  As  we  do  so,  we  will  lay 
the  foundation  for  perfection  in  other  things 
more  difficult  of  achievement  here,  and  we 
will  take  great  steps  toward  becoming  like 
our  Father  in  heaven. 

— From  the  Church  Section,  Deseret  News. 
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